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Preface

It is with immense pride that we present Sasthra 2025, a reflection of our institution’s
enduring commitment to academic excellence, innovation, and holistic growth. This
report embodies the collective spirit of our faculty, students, and stakeholders who
continually strive to foster a scientific outlook and rational inquiry within and beyond
the campus.

During the Shasthra 2025 initiatives, the institution witnessed vibrant participation
across departments in science exhibitions, innovation challenges, and model
demonstrations that nurtured critical thinking and interdisciplinary collaboration.
Programmes such as Cultural Fest and Science Exhibition for Society campaign
highlighted student-driven innovations aimed at solving real-world issues. Faculty
members enriched these efforts through workshops on emerging technologies, ethical
research, and inclusive scientific communication, cultivating rational discourse and
open-mindedness.

Community-oriented projects, including health awareness and environmental drives,
exemplified the social application of scientific knowledge, upholding values of
secularism and equality. National observances like National Science Day and
Constitution Day further reinforced these ideals through seminars and debates.
Together, these endeavours demonstrate our unwavering pursuit of nurturing scientific
temper, secular values, and socially responsible citizens aligned with the vision of
holistic education.

Nag =—"_
Prof. (Dr) George K. Alex

(Principal)
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National Science Day Celebrations 2025- Shasthra 2025
(3" & 4™ February 2025)
Title of the Programme: Shasthra 2025

Theme of National Science Day: Empowering Indian Youth for Global

Leadership in Science and Innovation for Viksit Bharat

Name of the coordinator and details of the institute: Dr. Prathibha Vasudevan,

Assistant Professor, Department of Physics, St. Thomas College, Kozhencherry,

Pathanamthitta District

Programme Schedule: 03-02-2025 & 04-02-2025

Details of the Resource Persons / Experts:

1) Prof. (Dr.) C. T. Aravindakumar, Vice—Chancellor, MG University, Kottayam.
2) Dr. Aparna Purushothaman, Wildlife Photographer, HSST Physics, Kottayam.

Description of Activities in detail:

The Internal Quality Assurance Cell ( IQAC) of St. Thomas College, Kozhencherry organized a
two-day district level National Science Day Celebrations 2025 (Shasthra 2025) co-sponsored
and supported by Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE ),
Govt. of Kerala & Department of Science & Technology (DST), Govt. of India on 3™ and 4"
February 2025. On the first day, the inaugural ceremony was graced by the honourable Vice
Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University, Prof. (Dr.) C. T. Aravindakumar and Sri. P.
Harikrishnan, Syndicate Member, Mahatma Gandhi University Kottayam. The inaugural session
started at 10.00 a.m on 3" February 2025 with invocation. Mr. Shinu Koshy, IQAC coordinator
welcomed the dignitaries, delegates, and participants, and also delivered the theme of the National

Science Day celebrations 2025. Prof. (Dr.) George K. Alex, Principal of the College, presided over

the function. Prof.( Dr.) C. T Aravindakumar, honourable VC, inaugurated the National Science
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Trends in Environmental Science and Sustainability.” Our chief guest Sri. Harikrishnan P made a
speech on emphasis of science and technology for our present generation and motivated our
students for doing research with innovative ideas. Our college Local Manager, Rev. Abraham
Thomas, felicitated the function. The College IQAC member Prof. Febu George Mathai proposed
the vote of thanks.

Science Exhibition:

As part of the National Science Day celebrations, St. Thomas College, Kozhencherry, organized a
grand Science Exhibition on 3" February 2025. The event highlighted scientific creativity,
innovation, and awareness under the theme of "Empowering Indian Youth for Global Leadership
in Science and Innovation for Viksit Bharat”. The exhibition was inaugurated by the esteemed
scientist and academic, Prof. (Dr.) Aravindakumar, who ceremonially cut the ribbon at 9:30
a.m.. His presence inspired participants and attendees alike, setting an enthusiastic tone for the

day.

The science exhibition featured over 20 interactive stalls and scientific models presented by

students from various departments and renowned institutions:

1. Space Exhibition by VSSC - ISRO Trivandrum:

This exhibit showcased models and information about space exploration missions, rockets,
satellites, and ISRO’s upcoming projects.

2. ICAR - Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Thelliyoor:

The display focused on innovative agricultural technologies, crop management techniques, and
sustainable farming practices.

3. Rubber Research Institute of India, Kottayam:

Researchers presented the latest innovations in rubber cultivation and processing, including eco-
friendly rubber products.

4. Unique World Robotics:

Robotics demonstrations, including interactive robots and Al-based innovations, captivated

visitors with hands-on experiences.
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5. MGM Muthoot Medical Centre, Kozhencherry:

The medical center hosted a health science exhibit with interactive sessions on public health,
lifestyle diseases, and medical innovations.

6. Botanical Garden and Zoological Museum:

Displays of medicinal plants, rare botanical specimens, and preserved animal specimens helped
visitors appreciate biodiversity and conservation.

7. Sky Watch - Planetary Parade:

A night sky observation session held at college from 4:30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. allowed visitors to
witness a planetary alignment through telescopes.

8. Science Quiz Competition:

A quiz competition for students tested their scientific knowledge and awarded prizes for
outstanding performance.

9. Experiential Learning - Galileo Science Centre, Kottayam:

The center provided interactive learning experiences to explain scientific principles through

hands-on activities.

A wide range of science exhibitions highlighted the event, including displays from the Space
Exhibition by VSSC-ISRO Trivandrum and the ICAR - Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Thelliyoor. The
Rubber Research Institute of India, Kottayam, and Unique World Robotics showcased
technological advancements, while the MGM Muthoot Medical Centre displayed healthcare
innovations. Botanical gardens and zoological museums offered nature-focused learning. An
interactive science exhibition was organized by various science departments of the college that
showcased innovative projects and models created by students, highlighting creative and practical
applications of scientific concepts. In celebration of National Science Day, we organized a
compelling visit to the Zoology Museum and Botanical Garden to enhance students'
understanding of biodiversity and conservation significantly. A knowledgeable guide led an
engaging tour of the museum, focusing on critical aspects of animal biology and ecology.
Following this, we walked through the garden to examine the ecological significance and
medicinal uses of various plant species. Activities like sky-watching the planetary parade (from
4:30 p.m. onwards of Day 1), a science quiz competition, and experiential learning sessions by the

Galileo Science Centre, Kottayam, engaged participants.
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On the Second day (04-02-2025) of Shastra 2025, the program commenced at 10:00 a.m.
in Dr Juhanon Mar Thoma Hall with an introductory address by Dr Prathibha VVasudevan, Shasthra
2025 coordinator, who welcomed the guest speaker and highlighted the significance of the day’s
theme. This was followed by a brief overview of Dr. Aparna Purushothaman’s illustrious career,
which spans over a decade of documenting wildlife across India and beyond. Dr. Aparna began
her talk by sharing her journey from an amateur nature enthusiast to a globally recognized wildlife
photographer. She discussed the critical role that photography plays in raising awareness about
biodiversity conservation and how visual storytelling can inspire communities to take action for
environmental preservation. The highlight of her presentation was a breathtaking collection of
photographs featuring India’s diverse wildlife, from elusive snow leopards in the Himalayas to
vibrant birdlife in the Western Ghats. Dr. Aparna also spoke about the technical challenges and
ethical considerations in wildlife photography, emphasizing the importance of respecting natural
habitats and minimizing human intrusion. She discussed how wildlife photography can raise
awareness about environmental issues and promote conservation efforts. Photographers can tell
stories that resonate with the public and inspire action by capturing stunning images of flora and
fauna. Dr. Lini K. Mathew, co-convener of Shasthra 2025 proposed the vote of thanks for the

session.
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National Science Day Celebrations-District-Level (Pathanamthitta)
Supported by
Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment & DST, Govt. of India

District-level
r Video-Making Competition )

Topic: Technology Transformation for a Green Future.

* Open to Undergraduate (UG) and Postgraduate (PG)
students from any recognized institution.

* Individual and team participation (maximum 2 members)
is allowed.

* Duration: 2 to 5 minutes (including credits).

* Language: English or Malayalam (with English subtitles if
needed).

« Format: MP4, MOV, or AVI.

* Resolution: Minimum 720p (HD quality).

*» The video must be original and should not include
copyrighted content (images, music, or videos) unless
properly credited under fair use.

« Send your video to - shasthra2025@gmail.com
« Last date of Submission: 20-02-2025

First Prize: Rs. 2000 | Second Prize: Rs.1500

\_ Third Prize: Rs. 1000 i
Prof. (Dr.) George K. Alex Mr. Shinu Koshy Dr. Prathibha Vasudevan
Principal IQAC Coordinator (Convener)

Ph: +919496756070
Dr. Sudheesh K.V. Dr. Lini K. Mathew

(Joint Convener) ( Joint Convener)
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Glimpses of Shasthra 2025- National Science Day Celebrations 2025
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a GPS Map Camera

Kozhencherry, Kerala, India
8pq8+wijp, Kozhencherry, Kerala 689641, India

Lat 9.34° Long 76.716666°
03/02/2025 07:33 PM GMT +05:30
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Audience Engagement and Participation:

The exhibition attracted a diverse audience, including students from local schools, faculty
members, researchers, and members of the general public. The interactive nature of the displays
ensured enthusiastic participation and sparked curiosity among visitors. Workshops on simple
scientific experiments and innovation challenges were organized to foster a hands-on learning

environment.

Conclusion and Feedback:

The Science Exhibition concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Prathibha Vasudevan, Program
Coordinator, who praised the dedication and teamwork of all participants and organizers.

Positive feedback from attendees highlighted the educational value and creativity of the exhibits.

St. Thomas College’s “Shasthra 2025 was a resounding success, promoting scientific inquiry,
creativity, and a deeper understanding of the harmonious relationship between science and
nature. The event left a lasting impression on the community and reinforced the college’s role as

a hub for scientific learning and innovation.

Two days shone bright with the celebration of the spirit of scientific temperament.
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